Attachment 5

Development Disability WA (DDWA)

ISSUE: Social Connections 

Many families report the collapse of social connections when their child finishes school and the greater the level of disability, the greater the level of social disconnection.  In a recent innovation project with the Department of Communities, DDWA has been working in Education Support Schools to teach the students about making and keeping friends, as well as setting up their social connections around their interests for when they leave school.  Concurrently staff from local government have been visiting year 12’s and talking about what is available and what they can do individually or in groups in their local community.  Young people with disability and their families need to be actively supported to keep school connections (particularly in the first few years post school) and build new connections and interests in their local community.

Required actions of the Department of Communities and the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries:

5.1	Department of Communities - Continue to fund programs that educate young people with disability about making and keeping friends within their school networks and establishing new connections post school.
5.2	Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries – Introduce financial incentives to local governments that actively connect with school leavers to help them understand what is available and how they can connect locally including peer social activities. 
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