Attachment 4 

Development Disability WA (DDWA)

ISSUE: Inclusive Sport 

Many families report how their child with developmental disability was not welcomed by a local sporting club with words to the effect of “Perhaps we are not the right fit for your child”.  For adults with intellectual disability they not only face difficulty accessing welcoming sporting clubs and activities, they are also excluded financially due to the costs associated with membership and equipment.  In both instances many clubs are run voluntarily, on limited budgets and they do not have the knowledge and skills to adapt to a wider range of needs.

Required actions of the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries:

0. Expand the Kidsport program to include adults with developmental disability https://www.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/funding/sport-and-recreation-funding/kidsport
0. Provide specialist support to local sporting clubs in inclusive practice eg. easy read membership application forms; videos explaining game/club rules; videos demonstrating strategies for inclusion/disability discrimination, visiting inclusion workers.
0. Introduce specialist training that is certified and marketable by clubs.
0. Introduce financial incentives to sporting clubs that actively support people of with developmental disability wanting to participate in all club activities eg. sport buddies (all levels), clubhouse activities, support activities for game, becoming umpires.
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