Dear [insert politicians name],

Retaining Developmental Disability WA Foundational Services post June 2024

I write as a Western Australian advocating for Developmental Disability WA (DDWA), a leading information, support, training and advocacy organisation serving more than 5,000 members and the broader community in Perth and across regional WA.
DDWA’s survival is now in jeopardy – and thousands of Western Australians with disabilities and their families face losing critical support programs - due to buck-passing between state government departments, and between the state and federal governments.
DDWA will be forced to cease a raft of programs from June 30 due to the failure of both state and federal governments to deliver appropriate funding.
This will include an education advocacy service, which supports distressed families of children with disabilities in navigating the school system.
Both levels of government – and both sides of politics - have paid lip service to implementing the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Violence, Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation of People with Disability.
But when presented with the opportunity to support an organisation which is already protecting the rights of people with disability, giving them dignity, and striving to ensure quality of life, you have fallen short.
Similarly, Western Australians were promised that no person with disability would be worse off when the state joined the NDIS. Those words ring very hollow today.
DDWA has supported Western Australians for more than 30 years and has had nothing but positive responses from all levels of governments to its work. Indeed, some government departments have come to depend on the ability of DDWA to deliver efficient, professional and high-quality services.
In April alone, more than 8000 people visited DDWA’s website, accessing 13,000 pages. The organisation consistently has more than 12,000 distinct contacts every month, fielding phone and email queries from worried families, advocating with third parties, and holding highly regarded workshops and seminars.
DDWA is also widely recognised for its systemic advocacy work, identifying, understanding and then raising the issues that are most important to people with developmental disabilities and their families. The work captures and promotes the concerns, the experiences and the aspirations of our constituency, in a way which is unmatched by any other organisation. This, too, is self-funded.
DDWA has weathered the instability in the sector since the transition to the NDIS, operating on largely short-term piecemeal grants. As grants for advocacy and training have dried up, it has even self-funded some programs.
Continuing on this basis is not viable.
This week, DDWA was advised that it had been unsuccessful in securing funding in the Information, Linkages and Capacity Building - Individual Capacity Building 2024-25 grants round.
The NDIS and Department of Social Services had pledged to announce the awarding of these long-awaited grants to disability not-for-profits in April, leaving organisations such as DDWA facing grave uncertainty and unable to plan for the future.
At the same time, WA Education Minister Tony Buti dismissed a request for funding of DDWA’s school advocacy program, which was previously funded by the Department of Communities, and then self-funded by DDWA in recent years.
Some organisations have already been forced to cut programs, or close entirely, due to the failure of your government to deliver sustainable levels of funding.
If you do not want DDWA to join them, and if you truly support the rights of the many Australians living with a developmental disability, I urge you to raise this matter with your colleagues and ensure the organisation is adequately funded.

Yours sincerely,

Insert your name and address here. 
[Your Name]
[Your Address]
[City/Suburb, State, Post Code]
[Date]

